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RON BURNS (with Rufus

Ron Bums

AN i3 ‘!".l'. s

heanstnngs In fact, it was his 15-vear -'-l:i

who first ingpered kim 10

and stressiul career running a L_.'aphh design company
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Bulf, and g

ns moved 10 Sedona with his wile

rsued his passion for painting, He trans-

formed still-life chrome objects into colorful abstracts

on canvas, but as he gazed imo Rufus’ wide, doggie

s one day, Burns says he knew he had to pasrt hum
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[hat was his first andimal portrait, which 511” hangs
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'\1.14\‘ Bums
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bright, neon portrxits of dogs and cats

52, along with his wife and two adopeed
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The commissioned paintings com
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Society of the l nited States, the
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1 Pop Ako, as
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» Humane $
creator of Arizonas “pet-friendly” license plates, and the
officzal amist for the first-ever National Dog Day last Aug

e, Bums has dedicated his 2

pes adopeion, as well as spaym
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on an ONMms

he abstract style of

[ like to paint fast because of t

> paintings. 1 1 can

the anumal, 1 can do it in a couple of days. If I'm

ing three dogs i a truck with a bunch of other

em, and it has to look exactly hike

XOYECIS Around
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dotng sketches of the dog
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U Meet your subjechs belore po nhing thems

For local people, I b

e (o take my camera and go

meet the dog or cat and spend time with them. |

they're in .un‘-t!‘.v.— aale,

they usually just send a photo
of their animal. There have been a couple of
OCCRSLONS wiicre i\ f":l' k].l‘.’l‘ ”l Wi

Those are
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1 me out first class

1o meet their dogs  the extreme dog people
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Ron Bums|. He was a mutt. The dogs we

as a ki

1
OK Gare ol 1

ed ono the property

usually got

and we | grew up in Ohio, In

farm country, down the road from my grandparents

I'hey raksed farm stock, and ¢ to them were just

things that kept the roder lown. Even
d them into these rea

n-the-bed-with-me kinds of dogs

1 1 3
tually, 1 tume gomestic, sleep

Why did you deci

'Jc: 1o paint ¢

I've always loved dogs. They've always been a pan

v. and 1 don think its much different

than Monets bacl

of my fami

Matisses. I'm sure the

SIC career 10 promotng

artists who paint landscapes try to define them

what 1}
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ground

w, he's what m
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It5 kind of cool to take dogs, which are usually gray,

brown or beige, and put them into the color pal

hat their life

isa | about. My

your dog w

1
mally of

HUngs caplure (Oe

you come home and see them and they give you

nothing but love and alfection
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They say to copy is the best form of fla

see that, and [ understand that, and there’s a part of

me that appreciates that, But when | started paint

| wanted « l y something totally mnovative
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1 say, "‘Wow, 1've never seen

when |
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