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The Sunny Side of Art

hda some oppreciate Asizona

for its endlass sunshine, Canoda

rative Lee Feliciono sees the
wn as moee than just a tool for a good fan.
Feliciano and his wife, Vicloria, created Vol
ley of the Sun Sclor a year ogo %o educcie
people about the benefits of solar energy

| through ot

| brooder appedl,” says Feliciano, who moved

“| wos 30 frusiroted by the level of igno-
rorce and misinformation cbout solor energy
in Arizona, that we decided Jo use art as a
vehicle 1o bring aworeness, since & has o

Yo Arizana with his famiy o years ogo.
Volley of the Sun Solor offers greefing
coeds, Tshirts, gidée prints [reproductions
mode with inkjet printers) and cther ilems
that showcase art from locdl and naticacl
arfists. Ten percent of scle prices go lowerd
supporting solor peojects in developing coun-
iries o promoting the Solor in the Schools

| program, a nonpeolt organizoton creched

by Solar Energy Internasonal.

“I's & way of supporting sokor eneegy,
as well as spreoding the messoge about
its benefits by educaling people with cords
and making a donation to a nonprofit,*
Feliciano says.

Al firgs, Foliciano and his wifle woren't
picky about the quality of an they received,
but today, they have a jury of three orfists
who select from o submission pool.

John Erwin, o member of the Conteenpo-
rory Walercolorists of Arizona, is oo of the
first ortists whose work was ploced on the
Valley of the Sun Solor website. The second-
grade acher of Desert Springs Elemertary
School says he is thrilled 1o share his ot

| work for the Sun Solor art project.

“It's the way %o go here in Arizono,
since we have plenty of washine,” says
Erwin, o 35 yeor resident,

ARTIST OF THE NMONTH

Ron Burns

According %o the Dalcbose of Siote
Incentives for Renewable Enecgy (DSRE),
of the 20 sictes that currently use renew-
able energy sowrces, Arizona uses the
smallest percentoge of its most available
rosowrce: the sun

Fediciano dossn't hide his fusroSon with
Arizono’s modest use of sclor energy. He
points to California and New Jersey, where
state governments have inroduced cggres-
sive solar policies, despile the foct that they
have fewer months” worth of solor power
than Asizona.

*It is mo sacret thot the sun is Arizona's
grectest resource, yet we fail 1o hamess it”
Feliciono says. “The foct that Arizona is in
mary ways o “solor backwoler” should toll
us all something.”

For mere information about Valley of the
Sun Solov, visit valleyolihasunsolor.com.

— ljiana Ciric

on Burns hos a bone to pick with anyone who doesn’t con
sider Fido a member of the family. The Scottsddle resident
has been painting portraits of pets for more thon 15 years

Aler Burns left his graphic design job to pursue his ortistic passion,

he soon rechized that pets provide o plethora of subject matter.

Burns’ ocrylics on convas feature bright, necn colors, and his
largerthandife poriraits of conines would bring o smife 1o any pet
lover’s foce.

His ortwork is weltknown fhroughout the country, ond os the
artistincesidence for The Humane Society of the United States,
Buens says he hopes ¥ roise awareness of the plight of shelter dogs.

“Until every dog finds a home, 1 don’t want o stop painting
imoges thot promote that message,” Burns says.

Burns created the artwork for Arizona’s “petriendly” license
plote, which promaotes spaying and newtering pets. He also

painted the poster for Naticnal Dog Day, a new holiday that will
be celebrated for the first time on August 26.

One of Burns' most recent works, Kong Juice and Cords, is o
new twist on the clossic dogsplaying-poker pointing. Burns' veesion
fectures five dogs playing poker with hightech accessories like
iPods and Blockbecries in bow. They sip drinks out of Kongs, the
cylindrical chew toys that are well known among dog enthusiasts,

Burns says his goal is fo capture the personalities of the dogs
he paints, which is why he always slorts with the eyes.

“Once you get the eyes done, you con’t go wrong,” he says.
“There's a big connection between owner and dog when their
eyes connect.”

Ron Burns® work is on display of Yessley Fine Art gollery,
4164 N. Marsholl Way, Scottsdale, 480-941-4608.

— Staphanie Berger
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